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when he was lost in a tragic plane acci-
dent in Alaska, she—unlike many— 
stepped up and into his shoes, trusting 
God to lead her forward. 

She was elected to succeed her hus-
band in Congress on March 20, 1973, and 
became the first woman elected to the 
House of Representatives from our 
State. At the time, there were only 15 
women in the U.S. House of Represent-
atives and none in the U.S. Senate. 

But Lindy never let the novelty of 
this, the pressure of work and family, 
or any other challenge she faced 
throughout her career stand in her way 
or deter her from serving her State and 
her country. 

Her keen political mind, iron will and 
graceful Southern charm helped her be-
come one of the most formidable forces 
Congress has ever known. She was 
known for bridging the gap between 
Republicans and Democrats and con-
vincing her colleagues to do what was 
right with poise, kindness and reason. 

As her colleague Bill Frenzel, a Re-
publican from Minnesota said of her: 
‘‘It was impossible not to like Lindy. 
She liked everybody. She was nice to 
everybody. She achieved more with less 
huff and puff and bluster than any of 
the rest of us did.’’ 

She used her formidable influence to 
help lead the fight for civil rights, pay 
equity for women and the right for 
women to hold a mortgage on her own 
home without the necessity of a hus-
band’s signature. 

As a member of the Banking Com-
mittee she inserted a provision barring 
discrimination over sex or marital sta-
tus into the Equal Credit Opportunity 
Act of 1974. She did not tell her col-
leagues before she did it and simply 
told them: 

Knowing the members composing this com-
mittee as well as I do, I’m sure it was just an 
oversight that we didn’t have ‘sex’ or ‘mar-
ital status’ included. I’ve taken care of that, 
and I trust it meets with the committee’s ap-
proval. 

There was no objection! And tens of 
millions of women were given access to 
credit, opportunity and a future of 
their own. 

Lindy never tired in her fight to ex-
pand opportunities for women, whether 
it was helping women as candidates for 
public office at all levels of govern-
ment, pressing Federal cabinet secre-
taries and agency heads to promote 
women to senior leadership and policy 
positions in government, supporting 
women that work two to three jobs to 
keep food on the table and a roof over 
their head or speaking out for victims 
of domestic violence. 

In fact today, there is a place named 
‘‘Lindy’s Place’’ in New Orleans that 
carries on her work to support abused 
and battered women. 

In 1976, she nominated a young 
woman from New Orleans to the U.S. 
Military Academy as soon as the Army 
dropped the gender bar, and then 
quickly nominated women to all four 
service academies. She applauded 
NASA when Sally Ride was the first fe-

male American astronaut to go into 
space. She knew women could really 
excel at anything whether it was on 
this planet or beyond. 

Following her retirement from Con-
gress in 1991, she once again answered 
the call to serve as the first female am-
bassador to the Holy See where she 
continued to exhibit the same 
strength, intelligence and respect that 
she was known for throughout her life. 
She was most certainly the only person 
to call the Pope ‘‘darlin’!’’ 

Lindy’s decades of service to her fam-
ily, community, Nation and church re-
minds us all to give of ourselves fully 
to a worthy cause, and is an example of 
what we can achieve when we do. She 
has certainly set the gold standard for 
public service. 

But knowing Lindy as well as I did, I 
believe she was most proud of her 3 
children, 8 grandchildren and 18 great- 
grandchildren. 

As many of you know, the special 
cloakroom for the women of the House 
bears Lindy’s name. A few months ago 
when we celebrated the 40th anniver-
sary of Lindy’s election, she said she 
was proud of that room, but that 
‘‘Maybe, someday, the women will have 
to relinquish the room when women 
are the majority in the House.’’ 

I know that Lindy will be proud when 
women achieve this milestone. Even 
after that day comes, Lindy’s legacy 
will continue to inspire us for many 
years to come. 
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REMEMBERING WILLIAM H. GRAY 
III 

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, today 
I wish to honor and remember the full 
life of Congressman William H. Gray, 
III, and his exceptional service to his 
community, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, and our country. 

Bill was born in Baton Rouge, LA, 
the second child of Dr. William H. 
Gray, Jr., and Hazel Gray. Though he 
spent the first 8 years of his life in 
Florida, Bill moved to Philadelphia in 
1949 and remained a distinguished resi-
dent of our Commonwealth until his re-
cent passing. 

Bill was a pastor and shepherd for his 
congregation, a respected member of 
the U.S. House of Representatives, and 
a powerful advocate for higher edu-
cation. Today we honor his life, his 
good works, and his legacy. 

As a pastor, Bill followed in the foot-
steps of his father and grandfather and 
led Philadelphia’s Bright Hope Baptist 
Church for more than 33 years. Know-
ing that the ministry was not just 
something you did on Sunday morning, 
Bill always believed strongly in the 
principle of a ‘‘whole ministry,’’ that 
the church must tend to all the needs 
of its entire congregation. Under Bill’s 
leadership, that congregation quickly 
grew to over 4,000 parishioners, but Bill 
remained committed to his ‘‘whole 
ministry’’ and made sure to continue 
his important advocacy work on issues 
ranging from housing, to economic jus-

tice, to excellent education for all. Bill 
often said that his position as pastor of 
Bright Hope was the most important 
job he had ever had, one that cul-
tivated the skills and priorities that 
shaped his life’s work. 

As a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Bill proudly rep-
resented the Second District of Penn-
sylvania from 1979 to 1991 and built a 
reputation as a thoughtful and effec-
tive leader. Bill quickly rose through 
the ranks of leadership during his 12 
years in Congress and assumed the 
chairmanship of the Budget Com-
mittee, after only 6 years in office. 
Three years later, in 1988, he was elect-
ed to chair his party’s House caucus, 
and then in 1989 he became the House 
majority whip, the third-ranking lead-
ership position in the House. 

As a lifelong advocate for higher edu-
cation, Bill chose to leave Congress at 
the pinnacle of his career to accept the 
position of president and CEO of the 
United Negro College Fund. He said at 
the time that ‘‘Woodrow Wilson used to 
say, ‘My constituency is the next gen-
eration,’ and you know, that’s why I 
left Congress, because my constitu-
ency, really, is the next generation.’’ 
Bill’s 12-year tenure at UNCF brought 
unexpected growth in support for his-
torically Black colleges, and he con-
stantly sought innovative ways to both 
attract new investment and increase 
existing funding. By the time he left 
UNCF 12 years later, Bill and his team 
had raised more than $1.54 billion. 

Bill never rested and was never satis-
fied with one job at a time. While lead-
ing the UNCF, he was asked by Presi-
dent Clinton in 1994 to lead the efforts 
to restore democracy in Haiti. His 
work there earned him the Medal of 
Honor from the President of Haiti. In 
2004, Bill started Gary Global Strate-
gies, Inc., and served as a director on 
multiple corporate boards, including at 
Dell, JPMorgan Chase, and Pfizer. He 
also served as vice chairman for the 
Pew Commission on Children in Foster 
Care and on the U.S. Holocaust Memo-
rial Council. 

Bill often said that he had ‘‘always 
been taught by my folk, parents, 
grandparents, that service is sort of 
the rent you pay for the space you oc-
cupy. And so, what I’ve tried to do is 
direct my life towards service based on 
faith and commitment, and social jus-
tice.’’ As Bill’s family and friends 
mourn his passing, I pray that they 
will be comforted by the knowledge 
that this great Nation will never forget 
the commitment Bill demonstrated to 
each of us, to his ‘‘whole ministry.’’ 
May he rest in peace. 
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TRIBUTE TO BLAISE MESSINGER 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, today I wish to recognize Blaise 
Messinger, Connecticut’s 2013 Teacher 
of the Year. 

Every year the Connecticut State De-
partment of Education selects one 
teacher for this prestigious title who 
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